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Figure 3.6.3.5 Levels of inquiry-based learning, from Banchiand Bell (2008)
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άL ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΧ ƛǎ 
a process of living and not a 
ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎέ  

John Dewey, My Pedagogical Creed, 1897
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ά¢ƘŜ ŀƛƳ ƻŦ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ 
skills program such as P4C 
is not to turn children into 
philosophers or decision 
makers, but to help them 
become more thoughtful, 
more reflective, more 
considerate, and more 
reasonableindividualsέ

Matthew Lipman(1922 ς2010)



Philosophical Dialogue -{ŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ŎŜƴŜΧ

Threekey 
messages for 
students about 
what P4C and 
Philosophical 
Inquiry expects 
from them:

1. Participate
2. Self Regulate
3. Reasonable

In essence it 
models a 
democracy.

Twouseful tools to establish Philosophical 
Inquiry:

1. Classroom Layout ςseating arranged in a 
circle for Full Fat Inquiry to aid 
communication, enable self regulation and 
establish the community.

2. Talking Tool ςhelps organise dialogue in the 
group and gives students autonomy and 
responsibility

Oneunderlying skill:  

1. Active Listening



1. Warm up
2. Stimulus
3. Private reflection (thinking time)
4. Question creation
5. Question airing
6. Question choosing
7. First thoughts
8. Inquiry (middle words)
9. Last words (without response)
10.Review and evaluation (process/content)

Full Fat P4C Inquiry ςTen Step Model



1. Check In

2. Stimulus

3. Question Suggestion

4. First thoughts

5. Inquiry (middle words)

6. Last words (without response)

7. Review and evaluation (process/content)

Skinny P4C Inquiry 



1.  Check In
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